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order to bind him closer to the whole of which he and
they are parts; that they withdraw him from the
special affections of kindred and race, only in order to
unite him as man to all mankind. But this, again,
raises the question as to the possibility of realising
such a union, a union of men that takes no account of
time or circumstance, or of individual or national
character. What is meant by a (f>i\av6pa>Tria that is
not fertile in special affections to individual human
beings, affections which adapt themselves to their
special character and the special relations into which
they are brought? And what is meant by^ an
organic unity of mankind in a TroXireia rov KOOTJULOV, if
the reason that is to bind them together be taken
merely as a common element in the nature of each,
which connects them in spite of their differences in
other respects ? A real community cannot be con-
stituted except between those whose common nature
shows itself just in their differences, and makes
these very differences the means of binding them
together, by fitting each for a special office in
the common life. But the logic of the Stoics will
not carry them to this farther step. Hence the
idea of the organic unity of mankind remains
abstract, or turns into a mere ideal which ^never
can be realised. For, as a mere ideal, it remains
something purely subjective, something which exists
only in the soul of the individual, and cannot be found